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July 2011

The Alliance Board met on June 23, 2011 in Danville and via video conference. We were very happy to have Catherine Pemberton, League Liaison, with us. The Alliance has representatives on all League Committees at this time.  
The Social Work Title Bill is still a hot topic. The Alliance legislative committee has sent out a survey to local agency social workers to get a feel of how line staff feel about the bill and what if any steps they would like to see take place. The results from the survey have not been received as of this date. There was discussion regarding training issues now that VISSTA is going away.  We also discussed the possibility of having to change the Alliance name, Virginia Alliance of Social Work Practitioners, but came to the conclusion since the name declares practitioniers and do not use the title Social Worker the name should be okay.
The Fall Conference is scheduled for October 3-5 in Roanoke at the Sheraton.  The Alliance plans to offer registration scholarships for the fall conference. Many training opportunities will be available for the service staff. The VA Beach area is being explored for the spring conference. 
As elections will be held in 2012 for all executive board positions the conference planner is looking for someone who would be interested in learning the procedures for planning a conference. We had discussion on possibly having a second person helping with the planning procedure that will work on securing vendors and speakers and workshop presenters. We are going to try this with the fall conference.
We had lost membership data but Art Ross, who agreed to take on the responsibility of getting things straighten out for us has done a great job of updating membership data. We are truly thankful to him as he did this while getting ready for retirement. We are grateful to Art for the many years of service to the Alliance. Tina Vencill, Essex DSS, is the new 3rd VP and is in charge of membership data. We welcome Tina to this position.   Membership renewal and new applications are being accepted now. There was an increase in membership dues from $20 to $25. There is a $5 discount coupon being offered through Aug. 15th. Applications can be found on the website www.vaswp.org.

Several PDs had elections this year and have new officers. We are still trying to revive PDs who have become inactive. We are thankful to the league members who encourage their staff to participate in the Alliance. 
Respectfully submitted,

Lorna G. Watkins

VASWP President

