VLSSE LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE 
REPORT TO THE LEAGUE BOARD

October 2011

Meeting:  September 13, 2011.  

 In attendance:  Anne Mitchell, Marsha Sharpe, Paul Oswell, Rick Verilla, Faye Owen, Loran Watkins, Chris Spanos.

Next meeting:  December 13, 2011.

The Legislative Committee meets in September and December of each year.  During the General Assembly session the committee meetings are held every Thursday at 12:30 p.m.

1.  VDSS Proposed Legislation and Budget Proposal  The committee reviewed the 2012 VDSS legislative proposals.  As the proposals were received by the Legislative Committee they were referred to the appropriate League committee.  All proposals received a recommendation from the appropriate League committee:  no position or position pending.
2. Legislation expected to be offered by members of the General Assembly The only bill pending at this time would require a drug test of applicants for services and benefits.  We will not know the actual wording of the proposal until the bill is filed.
3. Governor’s August 2011 Budget Address and Emerging Legislative Priorities

Budget Address, August 18, 2011
· In his annual summer address to the Joint Money Committees of the General Assembly, Governor Bob McDonnell announced that Virginia has posted a surplus of over half a billion dollars for FY 2011. The $544.8 million surplus follows the commonwealth's $403.3 million surplus for FY 2010. The FY 2011 surplus consists of the previously announced revenue surplus of $310.7 million along with $234.1 million in state agency savings and agency balances.

· $30 million of the balances from state agencies was CSA funding.

Emerging Administration Legislative Priorities 

· State Budget Development

· The revenue outlook is good: however, the state will be faced with the growth in major entitlement programs such as public education and Medicaid. The next budget must also address shortfalls in the Virginia Retirement System resulting from the deferral of payments in the current biennium. 

· Agencies are being encouraged to continue to look for areas to achieve efficiencies and savings that will lower the cost of current services.

· Unless a request for new funds is tied to one of the Governor’s enterprise strategic priorities, this is not the time to request new initiatives that require ongoing spending obligations. 

· Requests to partially or fully restore budget reductions, in general, without the above justifications, likely will not be approved. 
· All detailed submissions were due to Department of Planning and Budget by September 19, 2011.
Governor’s Proposed Legislation
· The Governor has not released his 2012 legislative agenda.
Governor’s Commission on Reform

· Intergovernmental Relations Committee

· Meeting in private workgroup not open to the public

· Items to address are what services should the State government be responsible for and what should the local governments be responsible for?

· Who should pay for these services?

· Regional services

· What services could be regionalized? 

· Support, Secretary of HHR recommendation to the Governor on reorganization of VDSS Adult Services 

Governor’s Virginia Health Reform Initiative

· Awaiting recommendations on Medicaid Managed Health Care (medical and behavioral)

· Awaiting final decision on eligibility determination (regulations or statute)

 Budget Studies Proposals

· CSA Financial Management and Billing by DMAS  (Budget Bill)

· CSA, Care Coordination for Medical and Behavioral Care, Foster Care Youth, Managed Medicare

· Auxiliary Grants, third party payments, report in December 2011 (JLARC Staff Study)

Review of Budget Issues for 2012 session of the General Assembly

· Governor’s Budget, General Assembly Members and Committee Amendments

· Budget amendments to the Governor’s budget will require the patron of the amendment to show 1) a revenue source, or 2) a budget offset.
· House Appropriations Committee

· Retreat, November 15 - 16,  Staunton, VA

· Senate Finance Committee

· Retreat, November 17 - 18, Fairfax City, VA
· Governor McDonnell’s Budget

· Budget presentation for the upcoming biennium to a Joint Meeting of the General Assembly’s House Appropriations and Finance Committees and the Senate Finance Committee, December 19, 2011, Monday, General Assembly Building, Richmond

Secretary of Health and Human Resources Proposed Legislation

· Reorganization of VDSS Adult Services 

· Discussions underway for over 18 months

· VLSSE Adult Services Committee developed a paper on the consolidation of Adults Services Unit into DRS for the 2010 session of the General Assembly.  Legislative was not filed in the 2010 session.

· VHRI

· Working on the Health Care Exchange package

· Medicaid Managed Care Program details

· Eligibility Determination

· VDSS 

· Customer Portal
4. Legislation before the U.S. Congress

· Larry Lindsey and Christen Galliuk, co-chairs Federal Affairs Work Group of the VLSSE Legislative Committee, are tracking federal legislative items of interest.  Currently there are two major items:  SNAP reauthorization and child welfare legislation.

5. Pending Items for the League Legislative Agenda for the 2012 Session of the General Assembly.

· Proposal from Campbell County concerning the custody of youth with the Department of Juvenile Justice.

Next Legislative Committee meeting will be held on December 13, 2011, 2-4 p.m., County of Albemarle, County Office Building (COB) McIntire office, Conference Room 235, 401 McIntire Road, Charlottesville, VA 22902
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