Public Policy & Legislative Program of the 
Virginia League of Social Services Executives (VLSSE)

Section 2.1
Understanding the Virginia League of Social Services Executives Legislative Committee and Standing Committee Process 

Each year the Virginia League of Social Services Executives develops two separate documents -a legislative program and a compilation of policy statements- through a process that involves the League’s Standing committees and Leagues Legislative Committee. The Legislative Committee is responsible for developing the legislative program, but it also relies heavily on input from the policy standing committees to do so. The standing committees develop broad policy statements, in addition to submitting specific legislative recommendations to the Legislative Committee for its consideration. The League Executive Committee and Board guide and assist in work of the League Legislative and Standing committees. 
Chapter 2 Legislative Committee 

What is the role of the Legislative Committee? 

The Legislative Committee is responsible for considering and reporting on existing or proposed state and federal legislation or regulations, and urging the enactment of, amendment of, or opposition to, such legislation or regulations. 

How is the Legislative Committee appointed?

The composition of the Legislative Committee is the any other individuals as identified by the chair (or co-chairs) and the chairs of the League Standing Committees, and those appointed by the League President. All League Legislative Committee meetings are opened to full participation of all League members. Each Affiliate organization of the League is represented on the Legislative Committee, as well, usually by an officer or an Affiliate Committee Chair. 

What is included in VLSSE’s Legislative Program?

The legislative program adopted by the Legislative Committee should reflect specific legislative objectives that VLSSE hopes to achieve during the upcoming legislative session. It is subject to the approval of VLSSEs membership at the annual conference in November of each year. 

What is the relationship between the Legislative Committee and VLSSE standing committee? 

The Legislative Committee meets prior to the executive and standing committees to identify issues that it would like the committees to consider for potential inclusion in the league’s legislative program. It meets again after the standing committees have met to consider their recommendations.

What is the role of the League Board and Executive Committee?

The League Board adopts the League Legislative Program and Legislative policy Statement for presentation to the League Membership. This action takes place at the May and November membership meeting. If a Legislative Position is required between Board and Membership meeting the League Executive Committee meets in person, by phone or e-mail and takes action on a recommendation from the League Legislative Committee. 

What is the role of the League Affiliates in the Legislative Process?

Affiliate organizations and their members participate in the Legislative Process in a number of ways, as do members of the League. Affiliate members are welcome members of the League standing committee; affiliate presidents hold full membership in the League and on its Board of Directors; and all affiliate organizations are provided copies of the Legislative program and policy statements. In addition, as noted above, each Affiliate organization of the League is represented on the League’s Legislative Committee, usually by an officer or a Committee Chair. 

Standing Committees

What is the role of the standing committee?

Standing committees receive briefings on statewide issues identified by the executive committee and Board, consider possible changes to the policy statement, and develop legislative recommendations for the Legislative Committee to consider. 

How are standing committees appointed?
Standing committee membership is open to all League members. Each local agency may recommend individuals to serve on standing committee. 
What are the benefits of serving on a policy committee?

Serving on the VLSSE standing committee offers local agencies an opportunity to learn about current and emerging statewide issues that affect local services and local government, to develop through policy statements the broad philosophical framework that guides the league, and to network with local social services executive with similar policy interests. 

What are standing committees, and how do they relate to legislative committee?

Standing Committee work with the VDSS Home Office staff and other state agencies to develop and comment on policy and regulator matters. Each standing Committee makes appropriate recommendation to the League Board for items to refer to the League Legislative Committee for consideration in the League Public Policy and Legislative Program. In addition, the Standing Committee submits items for consideration as a Policy Statement to the League Board for inclusion in the Public Policy and Legislative document. The legislative committee tackles tasks such as developing a legislative agenda or crafting specific public policy and legislative language. 

The following standing committees are part of the League’s public policy and legislative process.
Below are current standing committees and their chairs:


Administrative- Don Driver

Technology- Jan Selbo, Elizabeth Henry

Personnel- Paul Oswell

Professional Development, Betty Doughtery 

Social Service- Adults- Barbara Antley

Child Welfare- Tom Casteel, Joanne Wilson Harfst

Services- Foster Care & Adoption


Comprehensive Services- Shawn Rozier

ESP/TANF- Meredith Downey, Sue Moffett

Child Care- Angela Beachy

Financial Services- Donna Patton

Legislative- Anne Mitchell, Marsha Sharpe
What issues does each standing committee cover?

The issues covered by each committee are as follows:

· To be adopted at the Membership League Board meeting

What is a policy statement?
Each standing committee develops a policy statement that covers issues in its respective area. The policy statement expresses the agreement of VLSSE’s membership on matters of interest to local social services agencies and local government. The statement is limited to broad, long-term, philosophical positions, as opposed to positions that address immediate, short-term issues. The VLSSE membership approves the policy statements at its annual meeting in November of each year. 

How do policy statements differ from VLSSE legislative program?

Policy statements are general in nature. They reflect local governments’ positions on a range of issues. The focus of the Legislative Program is more specific and immediate. It is limited to legislative positions that VLSSE expects to lobby on during the upcoming legislative session. 

League Legislative Calendar

Annual Process for Developing Legislative Program and Public Policy Statements

January- March

The General Assembly is in session. The League Legislative Committee meets each Thursday starting at 12:30 pm to 2 PM when the General Assembly is in session. The League Legislative Committee publishes weekly Legislative Up-Dates during the legislative session. The League Legislative Committee identifies legislative priorities for the next session of the General Assembly for consideration by the League Board. 

April- League Board Meeting

The Legislative Committee receives proposals submitted by local agencies, standing committees, and individual members. The proposals are reviewed actions for submission to the April League Board meeting or consideration by the League Standing Committees for inclusion in the League Legislative Program and League Policy Statements. 
May- Membership Meeting

Committee recommendations, with amendments (if needed), are then presented to the League membership for consideration. The revised version of the Legislative Program and Policy Statement, as approved by the Board, is then presented to the full membership for a vote during the annual business meeting, t the Annual conference of the League Legislative Program and Policy Statement (Interim). 

July- league Board Meeting

The Legislative Committee receives proposals submitted by local agencies, standing committees, and individual members. The proposals are reviews actions for submission to the April League Board meeting for consideration by the League Standing Committees for inclusion in the League Legislative Program and League Policy Statements. The league Legislative Committee identifies legislative priorities for the next session of the General Assembly for consideration by the League Board. 

October- League Board Meeting
The Legislative Committee receives proposals submitted by local agencies, standing committees, and individual members. The proposals are reviewed actions for submission to the April League Board meeting for consideration by the League Standing Committees for inclusion in the League Legislative Program and League Policy Statements. The league Legislative Committee identifies legislative priorities for the next session of the General Assembly for consideration by the League Board.

November

Committee recommendations, with amendments (if needed), are then presented to the League membership for consideration. The revised version of the Legislative Program and Policy Statement, as approved by the Board, is then presented to the full membership for a vote during the annual business meeting, at the Annual Conference of the League Legislative Program and Policy Statement (Final).

December

Presentation of the League Legislation and Policy Statement is the Governor and General assembly members and staff.
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