VIRGINIA LEGUE OF SOCIAL SERVICES EXECUTIVES
Legislative Committee

2011 General Assembly Session

Key Accomplishments Local Social Services 
Restoration of Administrative Funding
FY 11-12

$2,899,685 General Fund
$4,142,406 Non-General Fund
	Restored $2.9 million the second year from the general fund and $4.1 million the second year in matching federal funds to local social services departments that was reduced in Chapter 874 of the 2010 Acts of Assembly. Local departments of social services were facing a five percent reduction in funding in fiscal year 2012. Additional funding addresses half of the reduction to help localities address the increased demand for public assistance programs due to the economic recession. Local DSS agencies have seen large caseload increases in the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP, formerly Food Stamps), Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF), Medicaid and FAMIS, along with the vast majority of other public assistance programs.


Office Space Funding
Had the bill amended, working with our partners at the Virginia Association of Counties (VACo) and the Virginia Municipal League (VML), to prevent the loss of $11.7 million, FY 2012, in annual federal funding.  
	HB 2376 Elimination of agency mandates.
Patron: Gregory D. Habeeb


Eligibility Determination

Avoided the verification of citizenship for public assistance

	HB 1468 Citizenship or legal presence required for public assistance; verification required.

Patron: David B. Albo.  Bill failed.


Substance Abuse Screening and Assessment of Public Assistance Applicants and Recipients  
Avoided a fiscal impact of $1,709,103 in general funds, and $552,816 in non-general funds, from the VIEW allocations.
	HB 2154  Virginia Initiative for Employment Not Welfare Program (VIEW); eligibility 

(Identical to SB781) 

Patron: Benjamin L. Cline

	SB 781  VIEW; screening and assessment for use of illegal substances. Patron:  W. Roscoe Reynolds

	Substance abuse screening and assessment of public assistance applicants and recipients. Requires local departments of social services to screen each VIEW program participant to determine whether probable cause exists to believe the participant is engaged in the use of illegal drugs. The bill provides that when a screening indicates reasonable cause to believe a participant is using illegal drugs, the Department shall require a formal substance abuse assessment of the participant, which may include drug testing. Any person who fails or refuses to participate in a screening or assessment without good cause or who tests positive for the use of illegal drugs shall be ineligible to receive TANF payments for a period of one year.


Local Agency Operations
Avoided duplicative oversight by another state agency. 

	SB 821 Office of the Children's Ombudsman.  Patron:  John S. Edwards

	Office of the Children's Ombudsman.  Creates the Office of the Children's Ombudsman to provide ombudsman services, including investigation of complaints, advocacy, and information for children, parents, and citizens involved with child-serving agencies.  The provisions of the bill are made conditional upon an appropriation of General Funds effectuating the provisions of the bill.


Key Accomplishments Comprehensive Services Act

Restore CSA Funding for Non-mandated Services

FY 11-12.
$5,000,000 [image: image1.png]


GF
	Restored $5.0 million from the general fund the second year for services provided through the Comprehensive Services Act for non-mandated children. Funding was eliminated in the introduced budget. Language is modified to reflect the restored amount.


Restore CSA Local Match Rate for Therapeutic Foster Care
FY 11-12

$7,500,000 [image: image2.png]


GF
	Modified language and provides $7.5 million the second year from the general fund to reverse the action in the introduced budget which would reclassify therapeutic foster care services provided through the Comprehensive Services Act (CSA) as a residential service, resulting in an increase in the match rate for localities.


Legislation
Had the bill amended, working with our partners at the Virginia Association of Counties (VACo) and the Virginia Municipal League (VML), to provide for a public comment process and the policy would be in place to the effect date of the statute.
	HB 1679 State Executive Council for Comprehensive Services for At Risk Youth & Families; powers and duties. Patron:  Richard P. Bell |

	State Executive Council for Comprehensive Services for At-Risk Youth and Families; powers and duties.  Authorizes the State Executive Council for Comprehensive Services for At-Risk Youth and Families to deny funding to a locality if services are not provided in compliance with applicable state law or policy or federal law. This bill also establishes timelines for development of policies governing denial of funding by the State Executive Council, and provides that the provisions of this act shall apply to services provided on or after July 1, 2011. This bill contains an emergency clause. This bill is identical to SB 1171 (Marsden).

	2.  That the State Executive Council for Comprehensive Services for At-Risk Youth and Families shall develop policies to implement the provisions of this act no later than July 1, 2011. In doing so, the State Executive Council shall make a draft version of such policies available to the public no later than April 1, 2011; receive public comment regarding the content of such policies for 60 days following publication of any draft policies; and publish the proposed final version of such policies, together with such public comment as the State Executive Council may have received, the State Executive Council's response to such comments, and an explanation of any changes to the proposed policy made in response to such comments at least seven days prior to the meeting at which such policies will be considered for adoption.


	1
	



