VLSSE Child and Family Services Committee Report- July 2011
The committee continues to monitor the major issues impacting child and family services including: 
· Child Fatality
· CPS Appeals 
· Prevention, 
· QSR, 
· SDM

· Family Engagement 
· VEMAT

· Treatment Foster Care 

· IL

· SW Title Protection (personnel comm. is lead)
The Committee has taken recent action regarding child fatalities and CPS Appeals and custody issues regarding kids committed to DDJ.
1. CPS Appeals – A subcommittee consisting of Kimberly Irvine, Gretchen Icard and Jim Pope has met with Margaret Shultz and Solomon Abah and has started what we think will be a productive dialogue. The State is going to provide a quarterly report (similar to JR’s report) that contains summary information about dispositions.  They are sending all dispositions to Rita Katzman and she will review those that are overturned and add appeals to the standing agenda for the CPS policy committee so that committee can review when there is a training need or need for a change to policy.  It also appears that there are some levels of communication that Solomon and Rita can have that he cannot have with local agencies (due to partiality) and that these conversations will be taking place to better inform our program and our policy. Gretchen Icard (Henrico), developed a request for the following data elements to be reported to local agencies:
 
· A report that would show all local appeals broken down by locality, type of abuse/neglect, level of disposition, OOF(DOOF) vs. in-home, and the appeal outcome.

· A report that would show all state appeals broken down by locality, type of abuse/neglect, level of disposition, OOF(DOOF) vs. in-home, and the appeal outcome.

· A report that would show all state appeals broken down by region, type of abuse/neglect, level of disposition, OOF(DOOF) vs. in-home, and the appeal outcome. 
  We are still waiting for action on this request.

2. Child Fatality - On June 16th four of our committee joined the State Board Child Fatality subcommittee to continue discussions regarding the increase in the numbers of child fatalities overall and the increase in cases where there had previous involvement by a local agency. State staff was represented by Paul McWhinney, Jack Leden, B.J. Zarris, and Margaret Schultz. Also present was Betty Wade Coyle, a child advocate from the Tidewater region. The State Department proposed brining in a team of reviewers from the NRC to review child fatalities for the last three to five years. Our committee suggested a process utilizing a QSR process that would focus on improving practice rather than placing blame. After much discussion the following  preliminary recommendations were agreed on:    
· Fostering the development of regional child fatality review teams, facilitated by regional CPS staff

· Seeking support of the medical community’s participation in these teams via a letter from the DSS board to administration at various children’s hospitals, etc.

· We would neither use the QRS reviewers nor the NRC to review past fatalities but would instead look forward rather than back in those reviews. 
· Conduct research based on all of the data and reports currently available (going back 5 years) on child fatalities in Virginia. 

The State Board subcommittee will reconvene to continue these discussions during the August State Board meeting. 
Custody of Children Committed to DJJ - Rick Verilla and his agency attorney, David Shreve, spoke to the committee about clarifications in the code regarding custody when a foster care child is in detention- who has legal custody? The issue at addressed is whether when the court commits a child to the custody of the Virginia Department of Juvenile Justice that transfers legal custody of the child if the child was in foster care prior to commitment. Recommendation of Campbell County representatives is to amend the VA. CODE ANN §16.1-278.8 14 (Rep. Vol. 2010) to add the words “transfer legal and physical custody and” to the beginning of that paragraph as well as VA. Code Ann. §16.1-293 (Rep. Vol. 2010) in the last paragraph thereof to insert the word “legal” before the word “custody” in two places. The committee discussed the importance of being more involved and the need to be notified 90 days before release. If DSS has custody they should have say in the whole process—clarification needs to be made if Department of Juvenile Justice has physical custody who consents for medical care or prescriptions?  The code is not clear.

The CFS committee was asked to consider the issues raised and take a vote on what our position will be at the next meeting.

