September 21, 2011, Minutes Adult Services Committee

Review of Charges for FY 2012
It was decided to add: Monitor legislation related to a new state organization including the current Department of Rehabilitative Services, the Virginia Department for the Aging, Adult Services, and Adult Protective Services.
Training and Professional Development
Susan Umidi has represented the Adult Services Committee on the Professional Development Committee. Most recently, she served on the interview panel which hired new state developers and trainers. She will now monitor the agendas and attend the committee meetings on an as needed basis. 
New APS Regulation
Please see separate paper from the Adult Services Committee in response to new requirements related to due process for “perpetrators”.

Government Reform and Restructuring

Commissioner Rothrock from the Virginia Department for the Aging and the Department of Rehabilitative Services attended the meeting. Also in attendance was Margaret Schultze, Deputy Commissioner, from VDSS, and Gail Nardi, Program Manager, from VDSS. The Long Term Services and Supports Committee of the Government Reform and Restructuring Commission studied other states’ structures and considered existing local models. Dr. Hazel, Secretary of Health and Human Services recommended to the Commission that there be legislation during this session to create a new state agency that includes the Department of Rehabilitative Services, the Virginia Department for the Aging, Adult Services, Adult Protective Services, and Auxiliary Grants. The proposed new state agency will better position the state to serve the growing number of older adults and addresses issues that result from the existing silos in state government. Proposed legislation would also create a leadership council that would include the other human services agencies. If passed, the legislation would be effective July 2012. State staff from the impacted agencies are working together to identify unintended consequences from the creation of the new state agency. The Adult Services Committee noted concerns about the possible impact to pass through dollars. State staff will be taking that issue into consideration and looking for positive resolution for local agencies. Committee members offered to work together with state staff to identify impediments to the creation of a new agency.
The next meeting is scheduled for November 16, 2011 at Albemarle County DSS.

