Adult Services Committee Minutes, July, 20, 2011

“Elder Abuse in Virginia and Its Legal Implications”, Study by Shelly Jackson, University of Virginia
Shelly Jackson attended the meeting to present the methodology and findings of the study, which was based upon information from ASAPS and interviews of APS clients and social workers. There was discussion about the limited number of subjects and the need for follow-up review of findings by participating jurisdictions. Future studies are possible depending upon grant funding.
Issues Paper
The Issues paper for 2012 was discussed. It was decided to focus upon Adult Protective Services and community based services. The paper will be sent to committee members to review and will be finalized for presentation at the October League meeting.

EDCD Waiver Screenings
JoAnn Wilson-Harfst from the Child and Family Services committee attended the meeting in order to participate in the discussion. The EDCD Waiver will be highlighted in the Issues paper, and it was decided to ask the League to advocate for a study of the EDCD Waiver and community based services by the Joint Commission on Health Care. The number of EDCD Waiver screenings continues to increase. Families with children are requesting the EDCD Waiver because the DD and ID Waiver slots are so limited. The screenings, including for children, are generally conducted by Adult Services’ social workers, who are not experts in children’s services and who have growing caseloads of older adults. DMAS is piloting a tool to assist with using the UAI for children and young adults; this may provide some technical assistance with screening children.
Review of Charges for FY 2012
1. Participate in decision making about performance measures and quality measures for Adult Services/Adult Protective Services (APS). Provide consultation and support for the development of an APS risk assessment.
2. Participate in the League’s Professional Development Committee and participate in the decision making that will ensure the 20 hours mandated by Code and will enhance skills and knowledge for social workers and supervisors.

3. Participate in decision making and provide education about “Issue Insights” for the Adult Services paper.

4. Provide education and consultation about the increasing number of Elderly or Disabled with Consumer Direction (EDCD) Waiver screenings for children and adults – workload issues for local department social workers and the resulting mismatch of services for children being screened.

5. Consider how the Strengthening Families Initiative applies to Adult Services (this was added after the meeting at the suggestion of members).

Training and Professional Development
Susan Umidi represents the Adult Services Committee on the Professional Development Committee.  As a result, the Professional Development Committee made Adult Services training one of their priorities for the year. The Professional Development Committee is continuing to gather information on the training needs in Adult Services. Additional recommendations from the Adult Services Committee will be given when the VISSTA and VDSS transition is complete.
LTSS Services and Supports
Kendall Ferguson represented the Adult Services committee at a meeting regarding Aging and Disability Long-Term Services and Supports hosted by Jim Rothrock, the Commissioner for Department of Rehabilitative Services and Interim Commissioner for the Virginia Department for the Aging. The focus of the meeting was looking at areas across agencies where collaboration occurs. Another meeting date is not known at this time.
The next meeting is scheduled for September 21, 2011 at Albemarle County DSS.

