Adult Services Committee Meeting

Albemarle County DSS

January 19, 2011
Companion Providers

Agencies use contracted home care agencies and individual providers. Pay and training requirements are varied. The View program provides a stipend to employers for hiring View participants for home care positions. When the budget situation stabilizes, the committee is interested in consideration of standards and training for companion providers.

Money Follows the Person

DMAS staff met recently with staff from the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid to review the Virginia program. Virginia continues work to increase participants. A pilot to include persons coming out of mental health hospitals is in development; there will not be a Waiver for those participants. Beginning in March, persons who have been in a nursing facility for only 90 days will be eligible for Money Follows the Person. Those persons must not have been admitted only for rehabilitation services. 
EDCD (Elderly or Disabled with Consumer Direction) Waiver Screenings for the State

	Fiscal Year
	# Children (birth – age 19)
	Total

	2010
	
	10,879

	2009
	1,268
	10,231

	2008
	860
	9,141

	2007
	
	6,562


Due to concerns about the increasing number of requests for EDCD Waiver screening of children, the committee has attempted to obtain state-wide data. The increase in screenings of children is a result of the lack of availability of other Waiver services. It has been difficult to obtain the screening information about children from DMAS. DMAS required a FOIA request and requested $400.00 for the information. VDSS is now helping to obtain the screening information. There is some discussion on the state level about whether there should be a change in which agency is responsible for screening of children (only Health Department?) and also about use of a tool other than the UAI, along with training about screening children. What is the League’s position?
Guardianship Reports
There was discussion about the workload associated with guardianship reports and the cumulative impact with the reports increasing each year. The five dollar fee does not begin to cover the administrative tasks or the social worker visits and follow-up for routine and questionable situations. Should there be advocacy for funding for the actual work associated with this mandate?
Legislation/Budget
There is a proposed plan to dissolve the VISSTA contract between VDSS and VCU and to add 24 staff positions to VDSS to provide training. There are many unknowns associated with this plan, including what the role would be for the ATCs.
There are several bills to criminalize the exploitation of older adults and adults with disabilities. There are also bills for criminal penalties for abuse, neglect, and exploitation of older adults. While the committee is supportive of the intent of the bills, there was some discussion about the use of age in the bills versus mental capacity. 

The committee is supportive of the uniform guardianship act bill, which deals with guardianship across state lines. 

ASAPS
There was a suggestion that FAQs for ASAPS be posted on Spark and that the site allow for additional questions from users with answers from state staff. That suggestion will be passed on to state staff.
Announcement
The two vacant regional specialist positions are going to be advertised to be filled.
Next Meeting will be March 16, 2011, 10:30, at Albemarle County DSS.
